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ft is not known whether any old specimen of gold or
silver work now exists in the country. The chief re-
positories of such articles, palaces and temples'hape,
in later times, passed through so many vicissitudes, that
most of the plate and jewellery must haYe found their
way to the melting pot. Even if any article has by
chance escaped this wreck of time, its date cannot be
easily ascertained. According- to Sir George Birdwood,
the oldest example of a really ancient work is a gold
casket found within a Buddhist tcre near Jellalabad.
The casket contained some copper coins, which shewed
that the monument was built about fifty years before
Christ,
The manufacture of gold and silver plate must be
an industry of a very limited extent. The abolition
of native Indian courts has no doubt told heavily on
the trade, and its revival cannot be hoped for until
the heavy Import duty levied in England upon such
articles is removed.
Most of the jewellers in Bengal can imitate gold
and silver plate of any form or pattern. But the de-
mand for such work is small, and, except at Dacca and
Cuttack, they are not made unless specially ordered.
The filigram work of Dacca and Cuttack is celebrated
for its fineness and delicacy. It is made in the same
way as filigraln jewellery. The articles made are gene-
rally scent-holders, rose water sprinklers, card-cases,
Hukkas (smoking bowls), &c. The cost of labour is
high, and equals, or in the case of specially good work
exceeds, the price of *k<* silver. The silver plate made